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The  citizens  of  our  republic  hove  welcomed  the  com¬ 
munique  of  Moscow  os  a  document  serving  the  cause 
of  the  socialist  community  and  the  safeguarding  of 
peace. 


I 

The  agreement  signed  by  the  state  and  party  leaders 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Czechoslovak  Socialist 
Republic  in  Moscow  on  August  26,  1968  serves  the 
safeguarding  of  peace  and  the  consolidation  and 
strengthening  of  the  community  of  socialist  coun¬ 
tries.  It  serves  the  struggle  of  the  working  class  and 
of  all  those  forces  in  Europe  consistently  struggling 
for  democratic  progress.  It  is  an  expression  of  so¬ 
cialist  internationalism,  of  the  will  to  find  a  joint 
solution  to  questions  concerning  Czechoslovakia  as 
well  as  the  other  members  of  the  community  of  so¬ 
cialist  states. 

A  worker  in  Prague  told  our  correspondent  yester¬ 
day:  "With  the  communique  a  path  has  been  found 
which  we  can  take  and  which  will  lead  us  together." 


II 

The  aid  being  rendered  by  the  troops  of  the  allied 
armed  forces  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  so- 
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cialist  countries  dealt  a  crippling  blow  to  the  counter¬ 
revolutionary  forces  in  Czechoslovakia  and  their  im¬ 
perialist  instigators. 

Having  become  shrewd  through  the  experiences  of 
the  counter-revolutionary  putsch  in  Hungary  in  1956, 
the  anti-socialist  forces  which  were  directed  by  the  con¬ 
tact  centres  in  the  imperialist  countries,  took  control 
of  the  mass  media,  the  press,  the  radio  and  T.V.  The 
mass  media  became  the  chief  instrument  of  anti¬ 
socialist  agitation.  They  increasingly  poisoned  and 
dominated  public  political  life  with  bourgeois  na¬ 
tionalist  ideology. 

Making  use  of  the  means  of  psychological  warfare 
the  struggle  was  waged  against  the  Communist  Party 
of  Czechoslovakia  and  against  the  socialist  forces. 

The  efforts  of  the  people  of  Czechoslovakia  to 
realize  socialist  democracy  have  been  misused  by 
the  counter-revolution  in  the  interests  of  the  activities 
of  anti-socialist  cliques,  anti-socialist  press  organs 
and  counter-revolutionary  groupings.  With  their  mani¬ 
festo  '2  000  words’  the  counter-revolution  openly 
called  for  the  organisation  of  the  different  anti¬ 
socialist  groups.  The  mass  media  unleashed  a 
campaign  of  massive  terrorist  agitation  against  the 
Marxist-Leninist  forces.  The  counter-revolution  called 
for  the  "administrative  and  physical  liquidation”  of 
the  workers’  militia  and  for  this  purpose  organised 
a  public  campaign  of  signature  collecting.  On 
8  August  rowdies  besieged  the  building  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Czechoslovakia. 
The  workers’  and  peasants'  power  was  systematically 
undermined. 

Then  came  that  August  21st,  The  plan  of  the  USA 
and  of  the  coalition  government  in  Bonn,  under  the 
cloak  of  their  'new  eastern  policy'  to  make  Prague  a 
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centre  of  anti-communist  propaganda,  and  from  there 
to  spread  the  poison  of  bourgeois  imperialist  ideology 
to  Hungary,  Poland,  and  other  socialist  countries 
and  to  isolate  the  GDR  has  failed. 


The  aid  rendered  by  the  troops  of  the  allied  armed 
forces  and  their  cooperation  with  the  Command  of 
the  Czechoslovak  People's  Army  reliably  safeguarded 
the  v/estern  borders  of  the  community  of  socialist 
states.  Thus  a  stop  was  put  to  the  build-up  of  West 
German  troops  which  was  prepared  and  carried  out 
under  the  name  "Black  Lion”.  The  counter-revolution 
and  its  instigators  were  thus  effectively  counter-acted 
after  all  possibilities  for  a  political  solution  had  been 
exhausted. 

The  counter-revolutionary  plans  to  cause  dis¬ 
integration  in  the  ranks  of  the  Czechoslovak  C.P.  and 
the  working  people  through  control  of  the  mass 
media  at  home  and  at  the  same  time  to  prepare 
sublimited  war  from  outside,  could  not  be  realized. 
The  relief  action  of  the  allied  armed  forces  was  an 
impressive  lesson  to  all  imperialist  conquerors  who 
are  dreaming  of  domination  over  Europe  up  to  the 
Urals  such  as  West  German  monopoly  capital  and 
that  of  other  imperialist  states. 


IV 

The  community  of  socialist  states  has  been  con¬ 
solidated.  In  the  joint  action  of  the  allied  armies  not 
only  their  military  unity  has  stood  the  test  but  also 
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their  political  and  ideological  unity.  This  is  also  going 
to  favour  closer  economic  cooperation. 

When  some  leaders  of  European  socialist  states  are 
in  these  days  operating  on  the  side  of  the  enemy  they 
are  violating  the  vital  interests  of  their  own  country. 
The  people  will  have  no  understanding  for  such  an 
attitude  and  assess  it  accordingly. 


V 

To  frustrate  the  counter-revolutionary  stratagems  in 
Czechoslovakia  was  an  important  deed  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  European  security.  Only  by  strengthening 
the  community  of  socialist  states  can  peace  in  Europe 
be  preserved  and  European  security  be  guaranteed 
through  joint  agreements. 

The  declaration  of  the  European  socialist  states  on 
the  consolidation  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe 
which  was  signed  in  Bucharest  on  3  July  1966,  as 
v/ell  as  the  decision  taken  at  the  Joint  deliberations 
of  the  communist  and  workers’  parties  in  Karlovy 
Vary  in  April  1967,  show  the  road  towards  European 
security.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  these  decisions  that  the 
fraternal  countries  rendered  and  are  still  rendering 
universal  support. 

Unfortunately,  the  coalition  government  of  Kie- 
singer,  Strauss  and  Brandt  in  Bonn  has  not  yet-in 
particular  with  regard  to  problems  concerning 
European  security— shown  any  sign  of  preparedness 
to  accept  realities.  On  the  contrary,  Bonn  replied  to 
the  Soviet  proposal  on  the  renunciation  of  the  use  of 
force  by  explicitly  maintaining  its  revanchist  claims. 

The  Bonn  government  rejected  negotiations  about 
the  recent  proposals  of  the  People’s  Chamber  of  the 
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German  Democratic  Republic  submitted  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  State  Council,  Walter  Ulbricht  and  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Otto  Winzer,  and  pertaining  to  Euro¬ 
pean  security  and  cooperation  on  an  equal  footing, 
on  the  basis  of  the  renunciation  of  the  sole  represen¬ 
tation  claim,  the  Hallstein  doctrine  and  Bonn's 
revanchist  demands.  The  Bonn  government  even 
stepped  up  its  militarist  and  revanchist  policy  by 
refusing  to  sign  the  nuclear  non-proliferation  treaty. 
It  called  for  a  West  European  'atomic  community’ 
aimed  at  changing  the  status  quo.  Thus  it  admitted 
the  bankruptcy  of  the  so-called  new  Eastern  policy 
outlined  by  Strauss  and  practised  by  Brandt.  The 
CDU  and  social  democratic  ministers,  in  intimate 
harmony,  proclaimed  their  revanchist  and  ex¬ 
pansionist  ambitions.  Eventually  they  have  thrown  off 
the  mask.  Bonn  proves  to  be  the  greatest  trouble¬ 
maker  and  agitator. 

We  say  quite  frankly:  It  is  a  shame  that  social 
democratic  ministers  are  making  efforts  to  help  West 
German  monopoly  capital  expand  its  field  of  ex¬ 
ploitation  towards  the  East.  It  is  a  shame  that  they 
are  supporting  the  monopolists  in  their  struggle 
against  the  socialist  states. 

The  Bonn  government  has  no  constructive  proposals 
to  offer  in  answer  to  our  new  initiative  for  European 
security.  Our  proposals  are:  Establishment  of  normal 
diplomatic  relations  between  all  European  states, 
admittance  of  both  German  states  to  the  United 
Nations  and  its  organisations,  signing  of  the  treaty 
on  the  non-proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons  by  the 
West  German  Federal  Government,  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  on  the  non-application  of  force  in  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two  German  states,  recognition  of 
existing  borders  in  Europe  and  of  the  status  quo,  a 
treaty  on  the  normalization  of  relations  between  the 
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GDR  and  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  and  the 
setting  up  of  authorized  missions. 

We  had  stated  that  European  security  is  only  pos¬ 
sible  on  the  basis  af  peaceful  coexistence  of  the  GDR 
and  the  West  German  Federal  Republic,  of  normal 
relations  of  all  European  states  with  the  GDR  and 
the  Federal  Republic.  The  answer  was  a  slanderous 
campaign  against  the  GDR.  But  to  show  their  teeth 
is  of  no  use.  As  far  as  our  republic  is  concerned 
these  gentlemen  will  meet  with  disaster  because  we 
are  pursuing  a  genuine  German  peace  policy. 


VI 

The  well-known  agreements  of  Cierna  nad  Tisou  and 
Bratislava  arrived  at  early  in  August,  and  which 
provided  a  good  basis  for  checking  the  counter¬ 
revolution,  were  approved  of  by  the  communist  and 
workers’  parties  of  the  European  countries.  But  these 
agreements  were  not  implemented  by  the  Czecho¬ 
slovak  state  and  party  leaders.  The  consequence  was 
that  the  anti-socialist  and  counter-revolutionary 
forces  felt  encouraged  and  openly  demanded  the 
neutralisation  of  Czechoslovakia,  its  breaking  away 
from  the  Warsaw  Treaty.  At  home  these  forces 
planned  to  liquidate  the  power  of  the  working  class 
and  its  allies.  Internationally,  they  steered  towards 
collaboration  with  the  imperialist  Western  powers. 

After  the  anti-socialist  forces  had  obviously  closed 
ranks  and  after  the  counter-revolutionary  groups  had 
made  far-reaching  preparations  for  putting  their 
reactionary  ends  inside  and  outside  the  country  into 
practice,  the  demand  of  internationalism  and  of 
loyalty  to  the  agreements  the  socialist  countries  had 
concluded  with  Czechoslovakia,  necessitated  the 
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employment  of  the  allied  armed  forces.  The  counter¬ 
revolution  had  to  be  defeated  so  as  also  to  help  the 
working  people  of  Czechoslovakia  to  continue  on 
their  socialist  road. 

This  was  in  the  interests  of  all  communist  and 
workers’  parties,  of  the  working  class,  the  working 
peasants,  the  progressive  intelligentsia  of  all  Euro¬ 
pean  countries  and  the  entire  world.  This  was  at  the 
same  time  a  blow  against  the  US  global  strategists 
and  the  West  German  revanchists. 

VII 

The  aid  of  the  five  socialist  states  met  with  wide 
approval  among  the  communist  and  workers’  move¬ 
ment.  The  Communist  Party  of  the  USA,  the  com¬ 
munist  parties  of  Latin  America  and  of  the  Arab 
countries,  many  communist  and  workers’  parties  in 
Africa  and  Asia  openly  expressed  their  approval.  The 
representatives  of  the  national  liberation  movements 
of  many  countries  also  most  emphatically  backed  the 
support  rendered  on  21  August  1968. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  lessons  of  the  Czecho¬ 
slovak  events  will  induce  the  communist  and  workers' 
parties  and  the  working  people  in  all  countries  to 
realistically  assess  the  struggle  between  socialism 
and  imperialism,  and  to  concern  themselves  most 
thoroughly  with  the  questions  pertaining  to  the 
strategy  and  tactics  as  they  are  on  the  agenda  in 
the  present  period. 


VIII 

The  joint  declaration  of  Bratislava  and  the  Moscow 
communique  contain  a  clear  avowal  to  socialist 
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democracy.  The  Bratislava  declaration  states  that  it 
is  necessary  constantly  to  work  towards  increasing  the 
political  activities  of  the  working  class,  the  peasants, 
the  intelligentsia  and  of  all  working  people,  for  the 
all-round  progress  of  the  socialist  order,  for  the 
further  consolidation  of  socialist  democracy,  for  the 
perfection  of  the  working  methods  of  the  party  and 
the  government  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of 
democratic  centralism.  It  is  therefore  not  a  question 
of  ‘democracy  as  such’  as  some  people  believe  but 
a  question  of  developing  socialist  democracy. 

Under  the  slogan  of  a  so-called  integration  of 
socialism  and  democracy  the  counter-revolution  tried 
to  foist  ‘liberalization’  upon  the  peoples  of  Czecho¬ 
slovakia.  By  this  the  imperialists  in  fact  understand 
the  return  to  a  bourgeois  democracy  a  la  Masaryk 
and  Benes  whose  political  course  has  led  to  national 
catastrophe  and  to  the  surrender  to  the  dictate  of 
Munich.  It  is  necessary  to  emphasize  this  fact  since 
reaction-as  history  shows-is  again  and  again  trying 
to  put  into  practice  its  anti-human  aims  under  the 
motto  of  socialism,  democracy  and  freedom.  By 
‘liberalization’  the  West  German  big  bourgeoisie 
understands  nothing  else  but  the  freedom  to  pursue 
anti-socialist  and  counter-revolutionary  activities. 

This  alleged  ‘liberalization’  has  dragged  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  into  a  grave  crisis.  It  is  not  now  a  question 
of  liberal  treatment  of  the  counter-revolutionary 
forces,  but  solely  of  restoring  the  power  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  in  alliance  with  the  working  peasants  and 
the  progressive  intelligentsia.  It  is  a  question  of  the 
cooperation  of  all  parties  united  in  the  National 
Front,  and  which  despite  different  conceptions  have 
one  and  the  same  objective-socialism. 


IX 


The  negotiations  at  Karlovy  Vary  between  party  and 
government  delegations  of  the  GDR  and  of  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  on  August  12,  1968  served  the  normalization 
of  relations  and  of  cooperation  between  our  frater¬ 
nally  linked  parties  and  states.  The  implementation 
of  the  agreements  of  Karlovy  Vary  was,  however, 
obstructed  by  the  simultaneously  effected  frontal 
attack  of  the  counter-revolutionary  forces.  The  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  Socialist  Unity  Party  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  the  Council  of  Ministers  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  now  as  before  back  what  was 
agreed  upon  in  Karlovy  Vary  and  laid  down  in  the 
communique  of  12  August.  In  the  same  measure  as 
the  agreement  between  the  party  and  state  leaders 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  of  Czechoslovakia  of 
27  August,  which  we  approved,  is  being  implemented 
it  will  be  possible  to  implement  also  the  agreements 
of  Karlovy  Vary. 

The  citizens  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
have  welcomed  the  Moscow  communique.  They  are 
convinced  that  it  is  a  historically  important  step  to¬ 
wards  the  consolidations  of  the  community  of  socialist 
states,  towards  the  development  of  socialism  in  the 
Czechoslovak  Socialist  Republic  and  thus  also  to¬ 
wards  the  strengthening  of  the  bonds  between  the 
people  of  the  GDR  and  the  peoples  of  Czecho¬ 
slovakia. 

The  workers,  the  cooperative  farmers,  the  intel¬ 
ligentsia,  the  women  and  the  youth-our  entire 
people-responded  to  the  Moscow  communique  with 
new  great  production  efforts.  The  citizens  of  the  GDR 
feel,  know  and  say;  Life  itself  confirms  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  com¬ 
munity  of  socialist  states.  Particularly  in  these  days 
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extraordinary  efforts  are  being  made  everywhere  in 
the  towns  and  villages  to  further  consolidate  our 
socialist  homeland,  our  socialist  state  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  nation  politically,  economically,  culturally  and 
militarily. 


